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Summary 

What would the apostle Peter say if he could give one final charge to the church? He did—and it's found in 
the book of 2 Peter. In today’s message, we unpack Peter’s farewell address, his urgent warning about false 
teachers, and how the church must respond in a time of growing deception. 

You'll learn: 

• The difference between doctrinal error, false doctrine, corrupting heresy, and damnable heresy   

• How false teachers secretly introduce destructive heresies—and how it happens subtly   

• Why some false teachers are deceived while others are deceitful—and how to tell the difference   

• How teachings like hyper-grace, eternal security, and affirming sinful lifestyles distort the gospel   

• What it means to “contend earnestly for the faith once for all handed down to the saints” (Jude 1:3)   

• Why groupthink, brand loyalty, and fear of rejection keep leaders trapped in error   

This message is not just a study in theology—it’s a wake-up call to the church to return to Scripture, reject 
deception, and stand for truth with boldness and discernment. 

Peter’s Farewell Address 

a) The Weight of Peter’s Final Words 

• 2 Peter contains the last recorded words of the apostle Peter before his death (2 Pet. 1:14).   

• These are not casual reflections but the carefully chosen words of a man who walked with Jesus and 
witnessed His glory.   

• Peter was preparing to meet Christ face to face, making his message deeply personal and urgent. 

b) Why His Final Words Matter   

• If Peter could say one last thing to the church, this is it—his final charge before departing.   

• We should read this letter with reverence and attentiveness, seeking to grasp the urgency behind 
his appeal.   

• He calls believers to grow in grace, hold fast to truth, and stand firm in a time of rising deception.   

• Second Peter is more than inspired Scripture—it is a final anchor of truth from a faithful apostle to 
the church. 

The Rising of False Teachers in the End Times   

a) A Historical Pattern of Deception   

• Peter warns in 2 Peter 2:1 that “false prophets also arose among the people,” pointing back to Israel’s 
history.   

• “The people” refers to Old Testament Israel, where true prophets like Isaiah and Jeremiah were often 
opposed by false ones like Hananiah (Jer. 28).   
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• Peter likely draws from passages such as:   

o Jeremiah 23 – Prophets who speak visions from their own imagination.   

o Ezekiel 13 – Prophets who declare “peace” when there is no peace.   

o Deuteronomy 13 and 18 – Guidelines for testing and rejecting false prophets. 

b) A New Covenant Warning  

• Peter says, “just as there will also be false teachers among you,” drawing a direct parallel from Israel’s 
past to the church’s present.   

• The shift from “false prophets” to “false teachers” reflects a change in how God communicates with 
His people in the New Covenant.   

• Under the Old Covenant, prophets delivered God’s Word. Now, through the apostles and the written 
Scriptures, teachers primarily carry that responsibility.   

• Because of this, false teachers—not just false prophets—are Satan’s key instruments of deception in 
the church age. 

c) The Enemy’s Strategy   

• The devil adjusts his tactics: false prophets in Israel, false teachers in the church.   

• False teachers subtly distort truth, twist Scripture, promote lawlessness, and even deny the Lord who 
redeemed them.   

• Like their Old Testament counterparts, they do not always spread blatant lies but cleverly introduce 
spiritual error. 

d) The Church’s Call to Vigilance   

• Deception will arise from within the church itself.   

• The people of God must remain rooted in sound doctrine and anchored in the written Word.   

• Every generation must cultivate discernment to identify and resist false teachers. 

Did 2 Peter 2 Borrow from Jude?   

a) Striking Similarities Between the Two Letters   

• 2 Peter 2 and Jude contain nearly identical warnings about false teachers and their behavior.   

• Both describe:   

o The rise of false teachers or ungodly men within the church   

o Their denial of the Lord or rejection of authority   

o Their immoral conduct, especially sexual sin and greed   

o Their boldness and arrogance in spiritual matters   
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• Both warn about their deceptive influence and the certainty of divine judgment.   

b) Many Scholars Believe Peter Borrowed from Jude 

• Scholars widely agree the similarities are too specific to be coincidental.   

• The majority view is that 2 Peter borrowed from Jude.   

• Reasons include:   

o Jude is shorter and more focused, while 2 Peter elaborates on similar themes.   

o Jude likely written earlier (60–64 AD); 2 Peter likely written shortly before Peter’s death (65–67 
AD).   

• Peter’s letter may be seen as a pastoral expansion of Jude’s urgent warning. 

Exercise Caution 

a) Not Every Disagreement Equals Heresy   

• Some are quick—especially on social media—to label anyone they disagree with as a false teacher.   

• They approach theology with a black-and-white lens, assuming any deviation from their 
understanding must be heresy.   

• But we must exercise great caution. This is a nuanced issue that requires discernment, humility, and 
a commitment to both truth and love.   

b) False Teacher vs. Doctrinal Error   

• Not every doctrinal error makes someone a false teacher.   

• Even someone who teaches a false doctrine may not be guilty of destructive heresy.   

• There’s a difference between a sincere believer who misunderstands a secondary issue and 
someone who deliberately distorts the gospel for selfish gain.   

• Scripture distinguishes between the “untaught and unstable” (2 Pet. 3:16) and “deceivers” (2 John 
1:7).   

• One is misled and in need of correction; the other is dangerous and must be exposed. 

c) Even Apostles Disagreed   

• The apostles themselves had disagreements—Paul and Barnabas, and Paul’s public correction of 
Peter (Gal. 2).   

• Yet none of them were labeled false teachers.   

• Our standard must be the gospel handed down by the apostles—not personal opinions or 
denominational preferences. 
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d) The Right Questions to Ask   

• Does the teaching contradict the essentials of the faith—who Christ is, what He did, and how we are 
saved?   

• Is this an essential doctrine or a secondary one?   

• Is the person teachable, or are they resisting correction?   

• What is their character like?   

• Are they misleading others deliberately, or just immature in the faith? 

e) Truth and Love Must Go Together   

• Truth matters. But so does how we handle it.   

• Zeal for sound doctrine must be accompanied by the fruit of the Spirit.   

• Discernment without love becomes judgmentalism.   

• Love without discernment becomes compromise.   

• We need both. 

Contend Earnestly for the True Faith   

a) The Urgency Behind Jude’s Message   

• Jude originally intended to write a letter celebrating the joy of salvation.   

• The Holy Spirit redirected him to urge believers to “contend earnestly for the faith which was once 
for all handed down to the saints” (Jude 1:3).   

• This “faith” is the unchanging body of truth passed down by the apostles—not fluid or evolving, but 
a once-for-all divine deposit entrusted to the church. 

b) A United Apostolic Warning   

• Jude and Peter both draw a clear line between truth and error.   

• Peter warned of false teachers (2 Peter 2:1); Jude calls believers to actively contend for the truth.   

• There is no neutrality—silence in the face of deception endangers the church.   

• The gospel must not be altered by new revelations, cultural trends, or human-centered distortions. 

c) What It Means to Contend Earnestly   

• Contending means more than passively believing—it requires conviction, clarity, and courage.   

• Involves guarding against compromise, resisting deception, and correcting error with both 
gentleness and boldness.   

• Requires spiritual vigilance, discernment, and deep knowledge of the Word.   
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• This is essential not only for today, but for the generations to come. 

d) The Word as the Ultimate Standard   

• Peter’s transfiguration experience confirms Jesus as the Messiah, with Moses and Elijah bearing 
witness.   

• Yet Peter doesn’t point people to the experience—but to the Scriptures: “we have the prophetic 
word made more sure” (2 Peter 1:19).   

• The written Word, confirmed by apostolic witness, is the unshakable plumbline.   

• This gospel enables us to discern true from false, truth from deception, and Christ from counterfeit. 

Faithful Teacher Versus False Teacher 

 

 

Doctrinal Error False Doctrine Damaging Heresy Damnable Heresy 

Error in interpretation 
or secondary doctrine. 

Error in interpretation 
that has been turned 
into a systematic 
doctrine. 

A systematic doctrine 
that causes spiritual 
harm. 

A systematic doctrine 
that leads to eternal 
damnation. 

 

Secretly Introduce Destructive Heresies   

a) The Covert Nature of False Teaching   

• Peter says false teachers will “secretly introduce destructive heresies” (2 Pet. 2:1).   

• The word “secretly” means to smuggle in alongside, to introduce covertly or under the radar.   

• These heresies are not shouted—they’re slipped in next to truth, masked in Christian language and 
Scripture.   

• False teachings may appear loving, biblical, or grace-filled on the surface, but are twisted at the core 
and lead to spiritual ruin. 
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b) Not Always Malicious Intent   

• Some heresies come from sincere but untaught or unstable teachers (2 Pet. 3:16).   

• Their errors often stem from:   

o Misinterpreting Scripture   

o Quoting verses out of context   

o Using emotional appeals like “God loves you just as you are” to avoid addressing sin 

c) How a Destructive Heresy Is Subtly Introduced   

• Step 1: Start with a true statement   

o “If you are in Christ, all your sins—past, present, and future—are forgiven.” 

• Step 2: Add an emotional appeal 

o “You don’t have to live in fear. God’s not mad at you. You don’t need to feel guilty anymore.” 

• Step 3: Shift the application   

o “So even if you sin, you’re still righteous in God’s eyes. Just press delete and move on.”   

• Step 4: Redefine Christian living   

o “Trying to change your behavior is legalism. Just rest in God’s grace. You don’t need to strive.”   

d) The Resulting Heresy   

• Grace is distorted to mean there’s no need for repentance, transformation, or holiness.   

• This is not grace that empowers righteousness—but a counterfeit that excuses sin.   

• This is how a destructive heresy is secretly introduced—by blending falsehood with truth until it 
becomes difficult to discern the difference. 

Why Do They Secretly Introduce False Teachings?   

a) To Justify Their Own Sin   

• False teachers often reshape doctrine to excuse personal sin.   

• Peter says they indulge in “sensuality” and “greed” (2 Pet. 2:2–3).   

• They want theology that lets them keep their sin without guilt.   

• Rather than conforming to God’s Word, they twist it to fit their lifestyle. 

• Mike Bickle’s infamous “press delete” teaching. 

b) To Build Their Platforms   

• False teachings can attract larger audiences by avoiding hard truths.   
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• Teaching holiness and repentance offends—but offering salvation without surrender appeals to the 
flesh.   

• They redefine grace as freedom to sin rather than freedom from sin.   

• Their goal is often influence, popularity, and personal gain. 

c) Stay Connected with Respected Peers and Circles of Influence 

• The Pressure to Stay “In the Club” 

o Many false teachings persist because people care more about acceptance within their 
ministry circles than pursuing truth. 

o They avoid asking hard questions out of fear—fear of losing a pulpit, a paycheck, a platform, 
or their place in a denomination. 

o Doctrines like eternal security or the pre-tribulation rapture often remain unchallenged—
not necessarily because they are biblically sound, but because they are institutionally 
protected. 

o In other camps, it’s the prosperity gospel or Word of Faith theology that’s untouchable. 

o When theological systems become identity markers or tools for influence, people stop 
searching the Scriptures and start defending tradition. 

• The Power of Groupthink 

o Groupthink makes it difficult—even threatening—for people to see things differently than 
the majority around them. 

o Instead of studying the Bible for themselves, many conform to the views of their peers. 

o Consensus often replaces conviction, and interpretation becomes filtered through what is 
safe, accepted, and applauded by the group. 

o This creates environments where false teachings flourish unchallenged and opposing views 
are silenced. 

• Costi Hinn: Breaking Free from Toxic Loyalty 

o Costi Hinn is a courageous example of someone who walked away from a powerful, 
deceptive system. 

o He was raised in the inner circle of Benny Hinn’s empire—a world he described as a blend of 
British royalty and mafia control. 

o His family lived in luxury, traveled by private jets, and commanded spiritual influence, all 
under the guise of godliness. 

o Beneath the surface was manipulation, false promises, and spiritual abuse. 

o Costi came to see that the gospel they preached was a counterfeit—one built on greed, 
showmanship, and false doctrine. 

o Leaving meant losing status, wealth, and even family support—but he chose truth over 
comfort. 
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o Today, he boldly exposes the false teachings he once helped promote, reminding us that 
truth is worth the cost. 

d) Distort Scripture from Ignorance, Immaturity, Selfishness, or Deception 

• The Warning from Peter 

o Peter says of Paul’s writings, “Some things [are] hard to understand, which the untaught and 
unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction” (2 Pet. 3:16). 

o He doesn’t claim they are always malicious—he identifies them as untaught (ignorant) and 
unstable (immature, not grounded). 

• The Meaning of “Distort” 

o The Greek word for “distort” means to twist or torture, like stretching a person on a rack to force 
them into a position they were never meant to take. 

o It’s a vivid and sobering image of what happens when Scripture is manipulated to serve human 
agendas. 

o This kind of twisting is common, especially in doctrines about salvation and the end times. 

o Instead of letting the text speak for itself, some teachers approach Scripture with a 
predetermined conclusion and then force the passage to support their view. 

o They bend clear meanings, ignore context, and reframe verses to say what they were never 
meant to say. 

• From Context to Prooftext 

o This is how a passage becomes a prooftext—lifted from its setting to prop up a theological 
system. 

o As D.A. Carson wisely said, “A text without a context is a pretext for a prooftext.” 

o When verses are removed from their context, they become tools for deception, not revelation. 

o False doctrines often gain traction not through blatant denial of Scripture, but through its subtle 
misuse. 

• The Posture of True Interpretation 

o Right interpretation begins with submission to the Word—not mastery over it. 

o We must come to Scripture to discover what God has said, not to defend what we already 
believe. 

o Otherwise, we end up distorting the very truth we claim to uphold. 

• Why People Twist Scripture 

o Out of Ignorance or Immaturity 

▪ They haven’t been properly discipled. 

▪ They interpret based on emotion, personal experience, or cultural trends. 
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▪ They lack training in sound doctrine and how to handle Scripture in context. 

o Out of Selfish Ambition or Insecurity 

▪ They care more about image or personal brand—especially in social media circles—than 
truth. 

▪ They want to fit in with peers, remain “in the club,” and avoid rejection or demotion. 

▪ Some built their platform on false doctrines early in their ministry, often out of immaturity. 
Over time, these teachings became central to their identity. 

▪ Admitting they were wrong would mean losing followers, influence, and the foundation of 
their ministry—so they double down rather than change. 

o Out of Deception 

▪ Some are genuinely deceived and believe their own distorted version of grace or truth. 

▪ They may have started with sound doctrine, but gradually drifted into error. 

▪ They confuse liberty with license and mistake God's patience for approval. 

Sincere But Sincerely Wrong   

a) Sincerity Does Not Equal Sound Doctrine   

• False teachers can be sincere and still be wrong.   

• Paul said, “I was shown mercy because I acted ignorantly in unbelief” (1 Tim. 1:13).   

• Before his conversion, Paul was zealous and believed he was serving God—even while persecuting 
Christians. 

b) Common Examples of Sincere but Misguided Teachers   

• Preach what they’ve been taught without testing it against Scripture.   

• Adopt trendy messages that feel good but lack biblical foundation.   

• Use grace to comfort hurting people but detach it from truth.   

• Confuse love with tolerance and redefine love as unconditional acceptance, even of sinful lifestyles. 

c) Sincerity Does Not Cancel the Danger   

• Though well-meaning, their teaching can still lead others astray. 

• Peter says false teachers “bring swift destruction upon themselves” (2 Pet. 2:1).   

• Even when unintentional, heresy leads to spiritual ruin.   

• The damage is real if it turns people away from Christ, repentance, or truth. 
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d) Some Are Misled Sheep, Not Malicious Wolves   

• Not all false teachers are intentionally deceptive.   

• Some are untaught or immature believers spreading error out of ignorance.   

• While their intent may be sincere, the impact remains spiritually harmful. 

Deceived Versus Deceitful Teacher 

 

Category Deceived Teacher Deceitful Teacher 

Heart posture Sincere, often wants to please God Self-serving, manipulative, seeks 
personal gain 

Motive Misguided zeal, ignorance, or 
immaturity 

Power, influence, money, or sinful 
indulgence 

Knowledge of 
Scripture 

Limited or shallow understanding May have deep knowledge but 
misuses it 

Handling of error Often unaware of the error Often aware but justifies or hides it 

Openness to 
correction 

Teachable if approached with grace Resistant, hostile to correction 

Fruit in others’ lives Confusion, but may still bear some good 
fruit 

Division, bondage, immorality, 
apostasy 

Biblical examples Apollos (before Priscilla & Aquila taught 
him - Acts 18) 

False apostles (2 Cor. 11:13), wolves 
(Matt. 7:15) 
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Category Deceived Teacher Deceitful Teacher 

Church’s response Gently correct and train (2 Tim. 2:24–26) Expose and reject (Titus 3:10, Rom. 
16:17–18) 

End result if 
uncorrected 

May be saved “as through fire” (1 Cor. 
3:15) 

Swift destruction, eternal judgment (2 
Peter 2:1–3) 

 

What Are Destructive Heresies?   

a) Meaning of “Destructive”   

• Refers to destruction, ruin, or utter loss.   

• Can include:   

o Physical destruction (loss of something valuable)   

o Moral ruin (corruption of character or truth)   

o Spiritual ruin (internal harm and deception)   

o Eternal destruction (damnation, separation from God)   

• Not merely ceasing to exist—but being devastated, judged, or cut off from God’s purposes. 

b) Meaning of “Heresies” (Greek: hairesis)   

• Root of our English word “heresy,” but broader in New Testament usage.   

• Derived from haireō – “to choose” or “to take for oneself.”   

• Refers to a chosen belief, party, or sect—something self-selected rather than God-revealed.   

• In the New Testament, it can mean:   

1. A sect or party – a group that breaks off due to differing beliefs   

2. A divisive teaching – a deviation from apostolic truth that causes harm   

f) Scriptural Uses of Hairesis   

• Religious party or sect (Acts 5:17)   

• The early Christians called a “sect” (Acts 24:14)   

• Divisions in the church (1 Cor. 11:19)   

• Works of the flesh that divide (Gal. 5:20)   

• False, destructive teachings that mislead and ruin (2 Pet. 2:1) 
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g) Application in 2 Peter 2:1   

• Peter uses hairesis in the negative sense—not as a neutral group, but as a self-chosen belief that 
deviates from truth.   

• These heresies:   

o Are not just mistaken—they are deliberate deviations.   

o Cause division and confusion.   

o Often deny core truths of the faith.   

o Lead to spiritual destruction.   

• Destructive heresies are deadly because they masquerade as truth while undermining the gospel 
and harming God’s people. 


